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Hark! the herald angels sing, “ Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth, and mercy
mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Charles Wesley

Mercy Mild - Josh Taylor 2 preachwell.com



| ntroduction

God has been telling one incredible story since before time began. At the center of it all?
Jesus. Always Jesus. Every sunrise since the first light broke across creation, every ancient
prophecy proclaimed in temple courts, every quiet moment in Bethlehem’s stable—they all
point to Him.

Over these next 25 days, we'll uncover something amazing together. We'll see how Jesus
threads through every moment of history, from that first “Let there be light” all the way to His
promised return. Each day holds a new discovery about who He is—the Beginning and the
End, the First and the Last.

What's truly amazing is that He's not done writing. The same Jesus who shaped mountains
and guided prophets now moves through your everyday moments—your Monday mornings
and Friday afternoons, your victories and your questions.

So grab your coffee (or tea, if that’s more your speed). Let’s walk through this story together.
Twenty-five days. Twenty-five glimpses of Jesus. And maybe along the way, we'll start
seeing our own stories alittle differently, too. Ready to begin?

Tracing Christ Throughout Scripture: The Scarlet Thread

Open your Bible anywhere. Genesis? There He is. Psalms? You'll find Him. The prophets?
They couldn’t stop talking about Him. God couldn’t wait to tell us about His Son.

Consider Genesis 3. The world has barely begun, and everything has aready gone sideways.
Adam and Eve are hiding, sin has entered the picture, and right there—in humanity’s darkest
moment—God gives an incredible hint about what’s coming: a promise about someone who
will crush evil once and for all.

Fast forward through the centuries, each page adds another brushstroke to this portrait of
Jesus. The prophets saw Him coming as a shepherd from tiny Bethlehem. They wrote about a
servant who would carry our sin. They spoke of a king whose reign would never end. And
then He arrived—not with fanfare or armies, but as a baby—the same one the prophets saw,
both servant and king, humble and mighty.

When He died on that cross and stepped out of that tomb, He wasn’t just making history; He
was fulfilling it. Imagine what it must have been like for those first disciples—to suddenly see
how every scroll they’ d studied, every story they’ d heard since childhood was all about Him.
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The whole Bible tells one story. And Jesus? He' s not just part of the story. He' s the point of it.

Your Place in His Story: Discovering Your Worth in Christ

There'salinein O Holy Night that gets me every time: “Long lay the world in sin and error
pining, 'til He appeared, and the soul felt its worth.” Felt its worth. Not earned, not
achieved—simply felt it, finally.

We live in a world of measures. Likes. Followers. Bank balances. Pixels and percentages.
Numbers on screens that promise to tell us who we are. But Christmas tells a different story.
The Creator of galaxies and garden flowers chose to enter His world as a newborn—for you.

Your worth isn’t earned. Scripture speaks honestly about our condition—sinners by nature,
hostile to God. And yet God's love reaches across the divide, not because we deserved it, but
because love is who He is. Through Christ, we become new—not through our striving, but
through His completed work: Hislife given. His death endured. His resurrection victorious.

When you look in the mirror, see what He sees. When you look at others, remember what He
gave. Your value—their value—rests not in what we achieve but in who He is. This is the
heart of Christmas. God making us His own.

A Prayer for the Day Ahead

As we begin, let's pause with the psalmist’s words: “Open my eyes, that | may behold
wonderful things from Your law.” — Psalm 119:18. May this be our prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father, as we enter this Christmas season, open our eyes to the wonders
of Your love revealed through the birth of Your Son, Jesus. Fill our hearts with gratitude
for Your precious gift. Amid the holiday busyness, grant us quiet moments to reflect on

Your love. Guide usin applying these truths to our lives so that we may grow in faith,
hope, and love. May this season overflow with the joy of Christmas. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Looking Ahead: The Heart of Christmas

As we chase the spirit of Christmas, let us remember that Christ’s birth not only fulfills
biblical prophecy but also satisfies our deepest spiritual longings. His coming reveals a love
that surpasses understanding—a love that is the heart of Christmas. May each day of this
devotion strengthen your grasp of His love and deepen your understanding of your place in
His story.
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Reflection Questions for Believers
Take time to reflect on these questions:
1. How does Jesus fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies strengthen your faith in God's
promises?
2. How does understanding your worth in Christ change how you face life' s challenges?

3. Recall atime when you experienced a personal sense of God’s love. How did this shape
your view of yourself and others?

Spiritual Conversation Starters for Unbelievers
As you engage with others this season, consider these ways to discuss the true meaning of
Christmas:
* “I’ve been reflecting on what gives life meaning and value. Where do you find meaning in
your life?’
» “During this season, | often think about Jesus. What’s your perspective on Him and His
clams?

* “What are your plans for Christmas? For me, it's atime to celebrate Christ’ s birth.”
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TheFirst Gospel

Genesis 3:15
“ And | will make enemies of you and the woman, and of your offspring and her Descendant;
He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.”

The Christmas story begins in an unexpected place: the Garden of Eden. Before stars guided
wise men or angels sang to shepherds, God spoke. His words in the Garden of Eden held the
first promise of Christmas. Here, in paradise lost, God planted the seed of paradise restored.

The Dawn of Creation

God spoke everything into existence. Each word shaped worlds. Light split darkness. Waters
parted. Life burst forth in endless variety. Yet al this was a prelude to His masterpiece:
humanity. Made in His image, we pleased God. He wanted us to enjoy close fellowship with
Him.

On this unspoiled planet, Adam and Eve walked with God in the cool of the day. It was a bond
between heaven and earth—a fearless, open, and natural friendship with God. They were free
from the pain and brokenness we know all too well. Thisis the opening scene of redemption’s
story. But as we know, the harmony of Eden did not last. Humanity’s greatest test was just
ahead. It would change history and set the stage for God’ s redemptive plan.

The First Choice: Trust Shattered

God gave us everything in that garden—everything except one tree. Not because He wanted to
hold out on us. That tree stood there like a question: “Will you trust Me?" This close
communion depended on trust in God’'s Word. God tested this trust with a command: “but
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for on the day that you eat
from it you will certainly die” (Genesis 2:17).

Thiswasn’t an arbitrary restriction. The tree stood for a choice. Satan didn’t kick down Eden’s
gates or launch an all-out assault. He asked a question: “Did God really say...?’ (Genesis 3:1).
That'sall it took to plant the seed of doubt.

These words struck at the heart of trust. You know that feeling when someone suggests your
best friend might be lying to you? How it makes you question everything? That's what Satan
did. He painted God not as the Father who walked with them in the cool of the evening, but as
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someone with secrets to hide.

“You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). Satan painted God as a deceiver, not aloving Father.
Eve listened. Adam joined. One choice—that’s what it took for everything to unravel. In one
act of rebellion, paradise shattered.

Have you ever felt shame creep in? That sudden need to hide? Adam and Eve felt it first. Trust
turned to terror. Those evening walks? Gone. They couldn’t look God in the face anymore.
Shame entered the human experience. Fear replaced freedom. The close bond between Creator
and creature broke. Humanity found themselves cut off from their source of life and love. We
still feel those ripples today. Every broken relationship, every moment of fear, every instinct
to hide—it al traces back to that garden, to that choice. But God didn’t leave the story there.
No, this was just the beginning.

The First Gospel: The Protoevangelium

Even in Eden’s darkest hour, God was aready thinking of Christmas. God turned to the
serpent and spoke words that would shake history: “I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her Descendant; He shall bruise you on the head, and
you shall bruise Him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15).

A child would come through a woman. And this child? He would crush the serpent’s head. In
God's words to the serpent was a message. Theologians call it the “protoevangelium”—the
first gospel, the first good news, the first Christmas promise. Like a master storyteller, God
dropped the first hint of hopein ahopelesstale.

Imagine Adam and Eve hearing these words. Standing there, hearts heavy with what they’d
lost. And then hope breaks through—not a full explanation, not a detailed plan, enough light
to see the next step.

The whole Christmas story—the star, the manger, the shepherds—it started here. In a garden.
With a promise. And that promise? It would take centuries to unfold. Generations would
watch and wait. But God had aready set it in motion. The first notes of salvation’s song were

already playing.

The End from the Beginning

But thiswasn’t Plan B. Christmas wasn’'t a backup plan or a divine emergency response when
Eden fell apart. No, it was the plan. Always was. Revelation pulls back the curtain to reveal
something stunning. God planned Christ’'s coming “before the foundation of the world”
(Revelation 13:8).
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Think about that. Before the first ray of light split darkness. Before mountains pushed up
through seas. Before Adam drew his first breath. God had already written the Christmas story
in His heart.

When Mary laid her newborn in that rough-hewn manger, tiny hands reached up through the
darkness. They were the same hands that had shaped the universe. Her midnight wonder was
part of a dawn planned in eternity. Every star overhead knew its role in the story. Every
prophecy had pointed here.

The cosmic scope of Christmas humbles us. Creation itself was the stage God built for this
drama of redemption. Every galaxy, every heartbeat, every moment in history whispered of
this. It foretold a coming. It was not a reaction from heaven to human failure; it was love's
eterna plan.

And God didn’t just plan to rescue us, He planned to adopt us. Christmas isn't just about
fixing what broke in Eden. It's about fulfilling God’s plan before Eden—to turn rebels into
children and enemies into heirs.

There’'s comfort in this ancient plan. It reaches from eternity into our present trembling. Our
salvation doesn’'t rest on human wisdom or strength. It flows from a Father’s heart. He loved
us before time began. God's love for us started well before there was a “when.” He wrote the
Christmas story into the very foundation of creation.

Hope for What's to Come: Final Victory Assured

The best stories come full circle. This one does. It starts in a garden and ends in... a garden.
But not the one we lost—something far more spectacular. That promise spoken in Eden
echoes through time until it thundersin Revelation. Satan, death, darkness—they don’t get the
final word. Not even close. Their judgment is swift and final as they are cast into the lake of
fire

This promise points toward creation’s renewal. The manger leads to the cross, the cross to the
empty tomb, the empty tomb to final victory. In Revelation’s vision, Eden blooms again. It is
now a glorious, eterna paradise. Death itself dies. The curse dissolves. God dwells with His
people in unbroken fellowship.

Remember those evening walks Adam and Eve had with God? They’re coming back, but
better. No more broken fellowship. No more distance. No more goodbyes. And we get to be
part of it.
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The Christmas story is part of alarger arc, from Genesis to Revelation. Christ’s birth initiates
the fina phase of God's war against evil. The baby in the manger grew up to be a
warrior—not with sword and shield, but with nail-pierced hands and an empty tomb. He
crushed the serpent’s head by dying and rising again. Strange, isn’t it? The whole story fits
together perfectly. Almost like Someone planned it that way.

Your Response Today

The greatest gift ever offered had no shiny paper or silk ribbons. It came wrapped in simple
cloth in a feeding trough. John, with his characteristic smplicity, puts it like this: “But as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).

Stop here for a moment. Watch this exchange. In one instant, it's receiving; the
next—complete transformation. No striving. No earning. No desperate trying to be good
enough. Only... receiving. Like a child on Christmas morning.

Maybe you're thinking, “Is thisreally for me?” Yes. A million times yes. The same God who
planned salvation before stars existed is reaching for you right now. And this gift comes with
real power—the kind that changes things. Paul put it this way: “The God of peace will soon
crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20). Notice he didn’'t say “under God's feet” or
“under Christ’sfeet.” He said “your” feet. You're living as children of the King. Every act of
obedience pushes back the darkness and advances His Kingdom.

What a story God has been writing! 1t goes from a spoken promise in a broken garden to a
baby’s cry in the night. God crafted every word of it with such tender precision. Every
moment is shaped by love we're still learning to comprehend. Sometimes we rush past the
wonder of it all. We forget that God planned that first Christmas before He made the stars.
How every prophecy, every longing, and every human hope found its answer in a manger.

A Prayer for the Day Ahead

Heavenly Father, we pause here in wonder. Open our eyes to see Your Christmas story as
if for the first time—from that first promise in Eden when all seemed lost, to the moment
Mary held heaven in her arms, from the shadow of the cross to the dawn of Your coming

kingdom. Help us live as children of the King, carriers of Your light, bearers of
Bethlehem' s hope to a waiting world. For the wonder of Your plan, conceived in eternity;
for the gift of Your Son, given in love; for the promise of Your kingdom, breaking into
now—we thank You. In the name of Jesus, the promise fulfilled, Amen.
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Reflection Questions for Believers
1. How does seeing Christmas as part of God’s eternal plan change your view of the holiday
and your own story?
2. Where do you see evidence of the ongoing conflict between the serpent and the Savior in
today’ s world?
3. How can you participate more fully in God’ s redemptive work this Christmas season?

Spiritual Conversation Starters for Unbelievers
* “I’ve been reflecting on how God planned for Christ to come before He created the world.
What are your thoughts on the idea that God has such a detailed plan for humanity?”’

* “Where do you see the need for restoration in our world today?’

» “Christmas holds so much meaning as part of God's story of redemption. What do you
think gives Christmas its meaning?’
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Keep Reading

Thisis only the beginning of a 25-day journey that traces Christ from the dawn of creation to
His promised return. If Day One stirred something in you, the rest of the story is waiting.

Get the full devotional on Amazon -

amazon.com/dp/BODP52GD53

More devotions and writing at preachwell.com.

Mercy Mild: A 25-Day Christmas Devotional. Copyright © 2024 by Josh Taylor. All rights reserved. This free sample
contains the Introduction and Day One of the book. Scripture quotations taken from the (NASB®) New American Standard
Bible®, Copyright © 2020 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. All rights reserved. lockman.org

Mercy Mild - Josh Taylor 11 preachwell.com


https://www.amazon.com/Mercy-Mild-Christmas-Devotional-Eternity/dp/B0DP52GD53/
https://preachwell.com

